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From 31 May to 29 June, 2022 the artist’s book Open Secret will be on view in the library of the Warburg 
Institute. 

This artist’s book was created by Anthony Caro in four materials: stainless steel, grey cardboard, bronze 
and brass, of which the first two will be on view at the Warburg. In Open Secret, the sculpture opens 
and invites the reader to enter a world of poetry, in a structure not unlike a book, with a binding at one 
end and text inside. Each sculpture, designed by the artist, contains a portfolio of poems handwritten 
by German poet Hans Magnus Enzensberger in English and in German and a handwritten passage 
by Anthony Caro from Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice. The pages of the portfolio were printed on 
handmade paper from Japan. Each sculpture’s portfolio was printed in a different colour of ink (silver, 
light brown, dark brown and black respectively). 
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Anthony Caro Open Secret at the Warburg 
Institute, London



Anthony Caro (New Malden, UK, 1924 – London, UK 2013) was born in New Malden, a suburb in south-
west London, to a Sephardic Jewish family. His abstract work is the result of assembling large industrial 
pieces made of metal, often painted with bright colours. Among the numerous awards he received are 
the Praemium Imperale of Sculpture of Tokyo (1992) and the Lifetime Achievement Award for Sculpture 
(1997). Caro was also knighted in 1987, and awarded the Order of Merit in 2000. His first solo exhibition 
took place in 1956, and ever since then his pieces have been part of a large number of both group and 
solo shows all around the world. Particularly remarkable are his participation in the Venice Biennale of 
1999, the retrospective exhibitions that were housed by the MoMA of New York (1975) and the Tate 
Britain (2005) and his exhibit “Caro – Sculpture From Painting’” (1998), with which he became the first 
contemporary sculptor to show his art at the National Gallery of London.

This exhibition establishes a dialogue between the work and the library of the Warburg Institute, as part 
of a multi-institutional exhibitions program that takes place in Museums, Libraries and Universities across 
Europe and the United States during 2021-2022 on the occasion of Ivorypress’ twenty-fifth anniversary.

The other participating institutions include the Biblioteca Nacional de España in Madrid, the Bodleian 
Libraries at the University of Oxford, the British Library in London, the Centro de Iniciativas Culturales 
at the Universidad de Sevilla, Ivorypress Space in Madrid, Kettle’s Yard at the University of Cambridge, 
Museo Chillida Leku in Hernani, Museo de Bellas Artes in Bilbao, Museo Lázaro Galdiano in Madrid, 
Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía in Madrid, the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the 
Neues Museum in Berlin, Stanford University Library in California, and the Yale Center for British Art in 
New Haven.

As part of the celebration, Ivorypress is publishing moreover a three-volume book that chronicles the 
history of Ivorypress since 1996, using a variety of primary sources that range from oral histories and 
archival documents to pictorial records and texts.
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